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ARCHEOLOGICKY USTAV AV CR BRNO V LETECH 1997 A 1998

Jako pln€ opodstatnéna se ukazala zakladni orientace ustavu na trojici vybranych
problémovych okruhti déjinného vyvoje stfedoevropského prostoru. Proto také dalsi dva roky
¢innosti byly v zdsadé¢ smérovany na studium mladopaleolitickych kulturnich komplexd,
tématiku zasahu antické fimské fiSe do oblasti SirSiho Podunaji (s ndvaznosti na obdobi
st€éhovani ndrodil) a na historii ran€ sttedovéké Moravy 9. a 10. stoleti.

materidlového souboru z jizni Casti sidlist€¢ mladého paleolitu v Pavlove, kde se mimo jiné
podafilo objevit unikatni doklady existence textilii, primarni v celosvétovém civilizacnim
kontextu. Za tymové ucasti do mezinarodnich projektii zaclenénych specialistii byla rovnéz
vypracovana studie k jeskyni Pekdrna v Moravském krasu, feSici otazky stratigrafie a
prirodniho prostiedi této jedinecné sidelni lokality, spole¢ny vyzkum s odborniky 1 studenty
Harvardské university se pak dotknul ¢asné mladopaleolitického vyrobniho komplexu na
Stranské skale u Brna. Vyzkumy v prostoru Dubé a Ceské Lipy dale pokradovala také terénni
¢ast projektu, zkoumajiciho skupinu sidlist’ stfedni doby kamenné v Polomenych horach, kde
byla ziskana piekvapiva datace mezolitickych situaci do 4. — 6. tisicileti pf. n. L.

V oblasti vyzkumného programu ,Anticky Rim a jeho kulturni zdsah“ postoupily vedle
katalogizace a analyzy nalezového materialu predev§im odkryvy na musovském , Hradisku®,
kterymi byly doplnény poznatky o konstrukci opevnéni i o existenci reparacnich dilen na
fimské pevnosti. Vyznamna zji§téni vSak poskytly rovnéz komplementarni prospekéni prace
v okoli, indikujici existenci vice nez 2 km dlouhého obranného piikopu s opevnénou branou,
vymezujiciho areal o rozloze pfiblizné 150 ha a zahrujiciho jak samotné ,,Hradisko* a fimské
stavebni struktury v trati ,,Neurissen, tak 1 bohaty hrob germanského velmoze, objeveny
v roce 1988. Z aspektu novych zjisténi se tak rozsahly komplex fimskych stavebnich objektii
na muSovském katastru jevi nejen jako zafizeni vojensko-strategického vyznamu, nybrz i jako
soustava ekonomického a patrné i politicko-spravniho charakteru, vlastné opérna baze pro
vojska, operujici vjejim zézemi. Vramci tématu vénovaného nékterym problémim
transformace fimského svéta v obdobi pozdni antiky byl proveden pokus o novou
chronologickou periodizaci tohoto piechodného obdobi, jind zpracovana studie se pak na
zakladé archeologickych pramenti snazila postihnout vyvojové tendence, které po zaniku
hunského kmenového svazu vedly ve stfednim Podunaji k vytvareni spoleCensky vyrazné
diferencované spole¢nosti barbarskych kralovstvi.

Vyzkum tématu ,,D&inny a kulturni vyvoj Velké Moravy”, uskuteCriujici se jako soucast
projektu mezinarodni akademické unie ,,Magna Moravia“, zahrnoval piedev8im katalogizaci
a zpracovani dvou duleZitych pohiebist, MuSova na jizni a Slavonina na stfedni Morave,
7 nichZ zvlaste slavoninské vydalo zavazné nalezy, naznacujici pfitomnost vyssi spolecenské
vrstvy. Zapocalo se ale také se zpracovanim bohaté nekropole u 12. mikul¢ického kostela.
Projekt ,,Sidelni aglomerace velkomoravskych mocenskych center v prom&nach udolni nivy*
se kontinualné vénoval pracim spojenym s feSenim problematiky mikulického centra a
spocivajicim predev§im na bazi interdisciplinarniho vyzkumu, pfipravovéana byla taktéZz nova
historickd komparace dvou nejvyznamnéjsich velkomoravskych stfedisek — MikulCic a
Starého Mésta. Velmi podstatné zde rovnéz pokro€ilo budovéni dendrochronologické
laboratofe, jejiz dal$i vyzkumna &innost bude mit patrné zasadni vyznam pro absolutni
datovani jak velkomoravskych objekti, tak Casné a vrcholné stiedovékych pamatek Moravy
obecné. Z terénnich aktivit je zde mozné zminit dal$i vyzkum na hradisku v Chotébuzi —

Podobote, s op&tovnymi doklady mocenského zasahu mojmirovského statu do oblasti severné
Moravské brany.
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Je pfirozené, ze vedle internich ustavnich projekth byly vytéené vyzkumné ukoly feSeny
prostiednictvim hned nckolika mezindrodnich projekti a grantd, svyuzitim Siroké
viceoborové spoluprace. Pro obdobi paleolitu 1ze jmenovat kuptikladu grant nadace Wenner
Gren, v participaci s Univ. of St. Louis zpracovdvajici antropologicky a archeologicky
materidl z moravskych sidlist’ lovel mamutt, grant ,,Dolni Véstonice and Pavlov®, poskytnuty
nadaci L. S. B. Leakeye (Berkeley, USA), ¢i dva komparativni projekty, srovnavajici
paleoliticke osidleni Moravy a Predniho vychodu — ,,The Patterns of Interaction between
Anatolia and Southeast Central Europe from the Paleolithic to the Early Neolithic* (spolu
s American Research Institute in Turkey) a ,,Po¢atek mladého paleolitu (spolu s Harvardskou
universitou, Dept. of Anthropology). Obdobné se tématiky vyvoje stfedoevropského regionu
1. — 3. stoleti dotykal jednak grant GA AV CR reg. ¢&. A 9001701 ,,Anticky Rim a problém
akulturace v oblasti severné od stfedniho Dunaje z pohledu novych vyzkumii v CR%, jednak
nékteré internaciondlni projekty, ze kterych je mozné uvést ,,Corpus der Romischen Funde im
Barbaricum®, ve spoluprdci s Romisch-Germanische Kommision Frankfurt a. Main
piipravujici kritickou pramennou edici fimskych nalezi mimo Gzemi fimského impéria, dale
,Der Burgstallberg von MuSov und der Oberleisberg, ROmisch-Germanische
Auseinandersetzungen®, zabyvajici se v rdmci ,,Ost-West Programm® spole¢né s Rakouskou
akademii véd prospekei a vyzkumem fimskych vojenskych objektt, nebo projekt ,,Germanské
sidlistni struktury na pomezi fimské fiSe" (v kooperaci s Archeologickym ustavem SAV
v Nitfe). Zamérem objasnit koteny Casné sttedovékého vyvoje 5. a 6. stoleti v Sirokém pasmu
od starovéké Galie az po Karpatskou kotlinu byl pak inspirovan vroce 1998 zahdjeny
spoletny francouzsko-cesky projekt CNRS a AV CR ,La formation de la civilisation
,»Mérovingienne* en Europe occidental et Central — Programme de recherche dans le cadre de
coopération franco — tchéque, CNRS — Académie des Sciences*.

Dalsi granty a projekty byly vazany rovnéz na oblast slovanské archeologie. Zde pokracovalo
predev§im feseni grantu GA CR &. K 089 | Sidelni aglomerace velkomoravskych mocenskych
center v proménach tdolni nivy“, na ktery byly napojeny i meziinstitucionalni spoluprace
s Geisteswissenschaftliches Zentrum Geschichte und Kultur Ostmitteleuropas Leipzig,
orientujici se na srovnavaci studium velkomoravského hradisté v Mikul¢icich, a s Institut fiir
Ur- und Friihgeschichte der Christian-Albrechts-Universitdt v Kiclu, v interdisciplinarnim
pohledu spole¢né zkoumajici dva vyznamné typy evropské historické krajiny — dolni nivu
stitedoevropskych fek a pobiezniho pasu Severniho mofe a Baltu. Jako velmi vyznamny piinos
k poznani problematiky raného stfedovéku vSak lze také hodnotit prvé dva roky praci na
spole¢ném projektu AV CR, AV Slovenské republiky a dalgich védeckych instituci Mad'arska,
Rakouska a Polska ,Magna Moravia“, podporovaném Mezinirodni akademickou unii a
zaméfeném na vSestranné poznani prvého statniho utvaru zapadnich Slovanu. Vypracovanim
rukopisu zavéreéné monografie byl isp&$ng dokonéen i grant GA CR &. 9711 , Hrady &eského
Slezska“, fefeny v Uzké spoluprdci s Ustavem historie a muzeologie filozoficko-
ptirodovédecké fakulty Slezské univerzity v Opave, stejné jako grantovy projekt GA
Ministerstva kultury CR &. 854 ,,Vyzkum a evidence archeologickych pamatek a nalezi
v oblasti vystavby vodniho dila Nové Mlyny*“, jehoZ vystupem bude souborné zpracovani
archeologickych lokalit ve zkoumaném regionu a teoretické vyhodnoceni zachycené sidelni
struktury.

Zmény probéhly vletech 1997 a 1998 v organiza¢nim uspoiadani i ve vedeni ustavu. Na
zaklad¢é poznatkli z minulych let byla provedena reorganizace nékterych oddé€leni v ramci
useku védeckotechnickych informaci, kdyz jako samostatnd pracovisté, podfizena pifimo
ustfedi ustavu, byly zfizeny knihovna, ediéni oddé€leni, archiv a oddé&leni archeologické
databaze, pracovisté laboratofi pak byly soucasné podiizeny bezprostfedné statutirnimu
zastupci. Na zakladé navrhu vybérové komise pro obsazeni funkce feditele tstavu byl
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s uc¢innosti od 1. ¢ervna 1998 nové do této funkce jmenovan na Ctytleté obdobi PhDr. Pavel
Koufil, CSc., dosavadni feditel, PhDr. Jaroslav Tejral, DrSc., byl pak ustanoven statutarnim
zastupcem ustavu. Ke zméné doslo rovnéz ve funkci predsedy Védecke rady, kde PhDr. Pavla
Koufila, CSc. vystiidal od 18. bfezna roku 1997 na dvouleté idobi PhDr. Jifi Svoboda, DrSc.
¢innost odpovidaly zékladnimu zaméfeni na vySe vyttené problémové okruhy. Obsahla
monografie Svoboda, J. — Skrdla, P. (Edt.): Pavlov 1 — Northwest. The Upper Paleolithic
Burial and its Settlement Context, Brno 1997 (472 str.) tak zpracovala vysledky vyzkumu na
Casti paleolitické lokality Pavlov I, sbornik Tejral, J. — Friesinger, H. — Kazanski, M. (Edt.):
Neue Beitrige zur Erforsching der Spitantike im mittleren Donauraum, Spisy
Archeologického ustavu AV CR v Brné 8, Brno 1997 (393 str.) byl vénovan problematice
pozdni antiky ve stfednim Podunaji. Daldi vydané sborniky se pak dotykaly jednak
problematiky tuhové keramiky jako vyznamného fenoménu materialni kultury raného
stiedoveku (Polacek, L. /Hrsg./: Frithmitellalterliche Graphittonkeramik in Mitteleuropa —
Naturwissenschaftliche Keramikuntersuchungen. Internationale Tagungen in Mikulcice IV.
Spisy Archeologického ustavu AV CR v Brné& 9, Brno 1998, 314 s‘r.), jednak vy&erpavajicim
zplsobem vyhodnotily pfedslovanské osidleni mikuléickych ,,Vala“ (Polacek, L. /Hrsg./:
Studien zum Burgwall von Mikul€ice II. Spisy Archeologického tstavu AV CR v Bmé 7,
Brno 1997, 399 str.). V fadé studii k mikul¢ickému hradisti v8ak zejména vysel svazek stati
k nékterym fenoméntim této vyjimeéné lokality (nalezy minci, zbytky nasténnych maleb,
antropologické analyzy, vyhodnoceni pteslent, sidelni struktura zdzemi — srov. Polacek, L.
/Hrsg./, Studien zum Burgwall von Mikul¢ice III. Spisy Archeologického ustavu AV CR
v Brné 11, Brno 1998, 456 str.) Navic se z oboru archeologické prospekce podafilo sestavit i
sbornik praci se zaméfenim na aplikaci geofyzikalnich i dalSich piirodovédnych metod
(Koutil, P. - Nekuda, R. — Unger, J. /Edt./: Ve sluzbach archeologie. Sbornik k 60.
narozeninam RNDr. Vladimira Hagka, DrSc. Spisy Archeologického ustavu AV CR v Brné
10, Brno 1998, 332 str.). Vedle praci uvefejnénych ve vlastnich edi¢nich fadach vSak byly
dal$i zavazné studie publikovany i v jinych odbornych tiscich, z nejdilezitéjsich je mozné
uvést napiiklad tituly Tejral, J.: Les Fédérés de 1'Empire et la formation des Royaumes
Barbares dans la région du Danube moyen a la lumiere des donnés archéologiques. In: Des
Royaumes Barbares au Regnum Francorum 1"Occident a 1’époque de Childéric et de Clovis,
Antiquites nationales 29, 1997, str. 137-166; nebo Koufil, P. — Prix, D. — Wihoda, M.:
Méstské hrady v Eeském Slezsku, Archaeologia historica 22, Brno — Nitra 1997, str. 249-272.
Soudasné pak bylo pokraovéano ve vydavani nékterych obnovenych edi¢nich fad ustavu,
v sérii ,,Studii Archeologického tistavu AV CR v Brné“ tak vyslo souhrnné zpracovani
vyzkumu zaniklé stiedovéké vsi Kontivky (Méchurova, Z.: Konlivky — zanikla stfedoveéka ves
ve Zdéanickém lese, Brno 1997, 268 str.). Casteéné se pak povedlo napravit znaéné zpozdéni
zakladniho, tstavem vyddvaného periodika o veskerych archeologickych aktivitdch na dzemi
Moravy a &eského Slezska, ,.Piehled vyzkumi“, kde byl diky Usili opétovné sestaveneho
redakéniho kolektivu vydan nové koncipovany svazek, seznamujici s vyzkumy za roky 1993 a
1994 (Piehled vyzkumi 1993 — 1994, Brno 1997, 349 str.).

Jako obvykle obsihly byl seznam mezindrodnich konferenci, kolokvif a sympozii, v letech
1997 a 1998 Gistavem pofadanych ve vlastni reZii nebo ve spolutidasti. Nekolik akei se dotklo
piedev§im okruhu otizek doby fimské a st€hovani narodd, konkrétné se jednalo o konferenci
,Das Konigsgrab von Musov, Fundmilieu, Deutung und Datierung®, za ucasti odbornikt
z CR, Francie, Némecka, Polska, Rakouska a Slovenska realizovanou v Kravsku u Znojma
19. — 21. tijna 1998, tamtéZ v terminu 16. — 19. listopadu 1998 uskute¢néné 11. mezinarodni
sympozium k zakladnim problémim &asné d&jinného vyvoje ve stfednim Podunaji ,.Der
Mitteldonau wihrend der friilhen Merowingerzeit“, nebo kolokvium ,Germanen beiderseits
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des spitantiken Limes®, na obdobné téma uspotfadané spolu s Institutem pro praveék a Casnou
dobu dé€jinnou University ve Vidni a Archeologickym tstavem University v Koliné nad
Rynem v Xanten ve dnech 2. — 6. prosince 1997. Dendrochronologického datovani
archeologickych pamatek stfedni Evropy se zaméfenim na rany stfedovék se dotklo
mezinarodni védecké sympozium ,Probleme der mitteleuropdischen Dendrochronologie®,
spolu s Deutsches Archéologisches Institut, Abt. Euroasien Berlin konané 22. — 24. zafi 1998
védnich oboril v archeologii ,,Naturwissenschaftliche Methoden in der Archiologie* bylo pak
5. a 6. bifezna 1998 Kravsko u Znojma.

-----

wrwr

Nérodni kulturni pamatky MikulCice, realizace novych dlouhodobych expozic o nalezech
star§Si doby kamenné v Regiondlnim muzeu v Dolnich Véstonicich a v Hornickém muzeu
v Ostravé, vystavy ,,Clovék a mamut. Lovci mamutd na jizni Moraveé a v Dolnim Rakousku*
v Domé umeéni ve Znojmé ¢i GCast na vystavach ,,Antické uméni v moravskych sbirkéch a
nalezech” (Moravské zemské muzeum v Brng&, Nérodni muzeum v Praze) a ,,Zuraii a doba
stéhovani narodi“ (Okresni muzeum Brno-venkov ve Slapanicich). Clenové jednotlivych
vyzkumnych stfedisek ustavu vSak pisobili rovnéz jako odborni poradci pfi piiprave
nauéného filmu ,,Vék lidstva — usvit génia® o paleolitickém osidleni na jizni Moravé a
dokumentarniho potadu Ceské televize, vénujiciho se Fimskym vojenskym aktivitim na
naSem Uzemi. Popularizacn€ byly kone¢né zaméfeny také pfednasky a nékteré tituly z bohaté
publikaéni ¢innosti pracovnikli ustavu, ktera ¢itala celkoveé na 150 polozZek.

Jiri Dolezel, AU AV CR Brno
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THE PROJECT ON ,,PATTERNS OF INTERACTION BETWEEN ANATOLIA
AND SOUTHEAST CENTRAL EUROPE
FROM THE PALEOLITHIC TO THE EARLY NEOLITHIC*

In 1998, the American Research Institute in Turkey sponsored a research project aimed to
analyse in a comparative manner the Paleolithic and Early Neolithic industries of Anatolia.
This project is correlated with actual research on the EUP site of Stranskd skdla in a broader,
Eurasian context (report in this volume). The nature of the project required the study of, first,
the lithic collections from recent excavations in Turkey, and, second, the sites themselves.
Therefore, the study was realised in the frame of two stays, from Jan. 28 to Feb. 25, 1998, and
from May 6 to May 29, 1998. The winter stay was reserved for work with the lithic collections
in the care of the Universities of Istanbul and Ankara and in libraries, whereas the spring stay
was to visit the sites in field. I would like to acknowledge kind help of a number of Turkish
colleagues, especially Mehmet Ozdogan, Given Arsebiik and Nur Balkan-Atli at the Istanbul
university, and Isin Yalcinkaya and members of her team at the Ankara university.

The observations

Most of the Anatolian territory is covered by the highlands and plateaus, obviously
unfavourable for human survival during the coldest peaks of the Pleistocene period. Karst and
caves are present throughout the territory, but, due to erosion or to ancient human activities
(Cevlik area), the fossiliferous Pleistocene cave fillings are not always available - all the more
important, then, are the caves with well-preserved evidence. The territory provides important
sources of lithic raw materials (cherts, radiolarite, obsidian, quartzites) and, as elsewhere, the
Lower and Middle Paleolithic sites usually favoured the materials from the direct vicinity,
whereas with the Epipaleolithic begins limited lithic material transports (e.g. obsidian at
Okiizini). Most of the sites are located in the relatively low areas in the southeast, in the
Marmara region, or elsewhere along the sea-coasts. Paleolithic sites in the highland interior
are dispersed in a more singular and isolated pattern, where individual site-clusters may also
be influenced by the vicinity of important research centers (Ankara region). Thus, by its
gecgraphic nature, Anatolia represents not only a connecting link between Asia and Europe,
but, during the cold periods, an important barrier to cross-cultural contacts.

Paleolithic surveys, initiated by I.K. Kokten, E. Bostanci, S.A. Kansu, and other pioneers, are
actually being continued by the present generation of Turkish archaeologists. Recently,
Harmankaya and Tanindi (1996) list a total of 210 Paleolithic sites, of which 86 are attributed
to the Lower Paleolithic, 98 to the Middle Paleolithic, 59 to the Upper Paleolithic and 32 to
the Epipaleolithic. Harmankaya et al. (1997) also.add 55 Aceramic Neolithic sites. However,
not only the numbers of sites per period, but also their quality, reflect the settlement dynamics
in Anatolia. The majority of Paleolithic collections originates either from surface surveys or
from earlier test trenches in caves, where the cultural classification is based almost exclusively
on techno/typological analyses and analogies. Three sites, all of them caves excavated recently
and in a complex manner, are of overregional importance: Yarimburgaz for the Lower
Paleolithic (Arsebiik 1998), Okiizini for the Epipaleolithic (Yalcinkaya et al. 1995), and,
especially, the multicultural site of Karain (Yalcinkaya et al. 1992). Specifically, Anatolia
provides a series of unique and spectacular Aceramic Neolithic sites of the hiiyiik type
(Ozdogan 1995).
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Fig. 1. Obsidian outcrops at Kaletepe, between Gollii Dag and Erdis Dag, Cappadocia
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Seen from a spatio-temporal perspective, the assemblage from Yarimburgaz in Thrace seems
to be unique in Turkey, both by its age and natare of the artifacts. As recognized by Arsebiik
(1998), the lithic implements may be comparable to several small-dimensional Middle
Pleistocene assemblages of Europe (Vértésszolos, Bilzingsleben, Arago...) and represents thus
a missing link between the early occupations of the Near East and Europe. The classical
Acheulian sites, on the other hand, lie concentrated in the eastern and southeastern part of
Anatolia (most typically in the Gaziantep and Urfa regions; Yalcinkaya 1981) directly
attached to the Acheulian zone expanding from North Africa through the Levant to
Transcaucasia. Approaching central and western Anatolia, the Acheulian finds become more
scarce (cf. the new finds in the area of Cappadocian obsidian sources, or single finds of
bifaces from the Bosphorus region). This geographic pattern mirrors, in fact, the site
distribution in Europe, where density of the Acheulian finds radically decreases from the
south and west (Italy, Spain, France, Germany) towards the east (Central Europe, Balkans).

The Middle Paleolithic clearly represents one of the key periods in the hunter-gatherer past of
Anatolia. Especially the multilayer site of Karain (Yalcinkaya et al. 1992) represents, on a
long-term scale, the connecting site between Middle Paleolithic settlement concentrations in
the caves of the Levant, Transcaucasia and Balcans. Examination of the lithic industries,
throughout the chronological development, confirms the view that the typology slightly differs
from most of the Levantine sites, not only by an increased number of retouched blades,
pointed blades, symetrical and asymetrical points and limaces, but also by denticulates and
pointed denticulates, recalling the Tayac and Quinson points of the western Mediterranean.
Compared to the Middle Paleolithic of the Balkans, Crimea and Transcaucasia, flat surface
retouching seems less frequent or absent both at Karain and in the Levant (the bifaces at
Karain may belong to an earlier, Acheulian stage). In general, the Karain assemblages seem to

fit, as a specific member, into the mosaic of Middle Paleolithic variability in Europe and the
Near East.

Fig. 2. Entrance to the Karain Cave
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Despite the number of Upper Paleolithic sites recorded by Harmankaya and Tanindi (1996), 1
was unable to record industries directly comparable to the typical Aurignacian of Europe and
the Levant, nor to the Gravettian of Europe and Transcaucasia. However, important Early
Upper Paleolithic industries seem to be concentrated in the Hatay region (Bostanci 1973,
Harmankaya - Tanindi 1996). Morphologically, some of these industries (Merdivenli, Tikali,
Ucagizli Caves) seem to correspond to the transitional Levallois-leptolithic industries, as
documented around 40,000 B.P. both in the Near East (Boker Tachtit) and in Southeast
Central Europe (Temnata Cave, Bohunice, Stranskd skala...). Locations of these sites, grouped
in discrete regional clusters rather than covering larger areas, and their techno/typological
comparisons, may be important for the ongoing project of Stranskd skala excavation in
Moravia, and for understanding Upper Paleolithic origins in Europe.

In addition, the Hatay region provided later Upper Paleolithic industries, at Ucagizli and
Kanal Caves (Museum of Anatolian Civilizations, Ankara; Minzoni-Deroche 1993;
Harmankaya - Tanindi 1996), with symetrical and asymetrical pointed blades, retouched
blades, microblades, and flat endscrapers on blades and flakes, corresponding most probably
to the Emirian of the Levant. These are dated to around 32,600 B.P. A less typical, but
perhaps related industry exists in the Kanal Cave. In general, the caves of Hatay certainly
require a modern interdisciplinary approach, and such a project is actually in preparation by
the Turkish archaeologists. ’

The actual lack of evidence on the Upper Paleolithic in the larger part of Anatolia might either
reflect a real absence of human occupation at that time, or lack of archaeological surveys.
Given the amount of work realised in Anatolia by Turkish and foreign archaeologists over
decades of intensive research (see also Direkli Cave), it does not seem probable that a more
dense Upper Paleolithic occupation would constantly be escaping attention. More likely, the
lack of sites may be explained by the high altitudes and by the vast spatial extension of
Anatolian highlands and plateaus, which, under the harsh Pleniglacial conditions, presented an
unfavourable environment for human occupation. This hypothesis would be important in light
of any techno/typological comparison drawn between Southeast Central Europe and the
Levant during the Upper Paleolithic.

After the Last Glacial Maximum, during the Epipaleolithic, a more intensive occupation of
Anatolia is documented. The most important and the most completely excavated multilayer
site is the Okiizini Cave in the southern coast (Yalcinkaya et al. 1995), together with the
corresponding layers at Karain (Yalcinkaya et al. 1992), and several earlier excavated sites in
the vicinity (Belbasi, Bildibi and others). These sites provided characteristic backed
microliths, especially segments, triangles and elongated triangles, some of them with
ventroterminal retouches, that fit generally to the cultural milieu of Circum-Mediterranean
industries of that time. Another group of sites, with a few larger backed points, recalling the
Gravettian tradition, was recognised during surface surveys in NE Turkey (Agacli, Gatsov -
Ozdogan 1994). Early objects of art are also dated to this period (Marshack 1997). In case of
the engravings on the wall of the Keciler (Palanli) Cave, in the Pirin valley near Adhiyaman

(Fig. 1; Bostanci 1971), the style suggests that the Epipaleolithic would be the earliest age
acceptable.

An intensive study of the Epipaleolithic in Turkey is essential for undestanding the origin of
the spectacular Aceramic sites of this region, with their impressive architecture, technologies,
art and rituals, but still with predominantly hunting economies (Nevali Cori, Gébekli, Cayonii,
Asikli; Ozdogan 1995 with further references). In what concerns the lithic industries, little
continuity to the Epipaleolithic background may be proved at this time. A point for
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comparison may represent the series of microliths from Asikli, for example, including backed
implements, points and triangles, but of a more elongated shape than in the Epipaleolithic, and
without ventroterminal retouching. Another typical component, the Aceramic projectiles as
represented in Asikli and Cayonii, show no relationship to the previous development of lithic
industries. The same holds true for the characteristic technology of point production from

narrow, carefully shaped preforms, as documented at the obsidian sources in Cappadocia (Fig.
2; Balkan-Atli et al. 1997).

The conclusions

Seen from the perspective of Southeastern Central Europe and the Levant, the territory of
Anatolia is an important case in studies of regional settlement dynamics. In relationship to

fluctuations in Pleistocene climate, it seems that its role oscillates from a land-bridge to a
highland barrier.

The Middle Paleolithic and Epipaleolithic are the periods when the land-bridge created a
continuous mosaic of sites and cultures over Europe, the Near East, and North Africa.
Anatolian sites of this period, especially the caves (Karain, Okiizini, and a number of related
sites), represent specific local variants of these larger geographic complexes. The settlement
dynamics of these caves is, in the rough outline, comparable to the other
Circummediterranean areas. (Even in Moravia, if we would consider only the cave sites and
neglect the open-air sites, the observation would be similar, with peaks in the Middle
Paleolithic and the Magdalenian).

The Early Neolithic of Anatolia represents a specific case in interregional relationships which
saw an increase in economic, technological, cultural and demographic potential of the region,
and radiation of the qualitatively new achievements into the neighbourhood.

On the other hand, there are periods when the highlands of Anatolia and the Balkans seem to
have created occupation barriers rather than land-bridges. This is visible, first, by the
Acheulian site distribution in Anatolia, clearly decreasing from East to West, without
corresponding occupation in the Balkans. Later, this pattern is even more clearly demonstrated
by the scarcity of typical Upper Paleolithic sites in general. This hiatus will probably be
approached during any interregional comparisons to be realised in the future: the Levallois-
leptolithic industries of the Danube area, the Balkans, Hatay and the Levant; the Aurignacian
of the Balkans and the Levant; the Emirian of Hatay and the Levant; and the Gravettian of
Southeast Central Europe and Transcaucasia.

Naturally, this picture only reflects the present state of excavations and surveys in Turkey, as
observed during my short stay. Ongoing Paleolithic research organised by Turkish
archaeologists in this key geographic region will fill certain occupation gaps, as visible today,
and may radically change our present understanding of the settlement dynamics between
Europe and Asia.

Jiri Svoboda, AU AV CR Brno
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Souhrn:

Dynamika anatolského paleolitu, jak je dolozen novymi jeskynnimi vyzkumy, vykazuje nerovnomérny
priibsh, kulminujici ve stfednim paleolitu a poté aZ na konci paleolitu. Udaje k po&atku mladého paleolitu se
teprve zaCinaji objevovat. Podobny obraz lze konstatovat i jinde ve Stfedomofi (- dospéli bychom k nému i na
Moravé, pokud bychom abstrahovali od otevienych sidlist’ a sledovali pouze osidleni jeskyni).
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